


The Canadian Hog Production Sector
Hog production in Canada has undergone phenomenal 
changes in recent years. � ree decades ago, many of the 
country’s hogs were raised on mixed farms (mostly farrow-
to-� nish operations) with annual sales of about 50 head.  
As per the Canada Pork Council, the industry evolved 
and small farms were replaced by larger, more specialized 
operations (500-sow barns) that produced upwards of 
10,000 pigs per year.

Canada is the 7th largest pork producer in the world, 
representing approximately 2% of global production.  
However, the Canadian pork industry is not just about 
quantity, quality it is a signature of the industry with 
particular detail to taste, safety, hygiene and reliability.

Hog Production in Manitoba
Manitoba’s hog industry is a signi� cant contributor to the 
provincial economy and greatly enhances the lives of all 
Manitobans. Manitoba farmers had almost three million 
pigs on farm on July 2016. � ere are now about 220 
commercial farm operations on over 600 sites.

Manitoba is the largest pig producing province in Canada, 
accounting for almost 30% of national production and is 
the largest exporter of weanlings to the US. Manitoba’s 
pork industry contributes over $1.7 billion to our economy 
annually, helping to create economic stability for all 
Manitobans. As a sustainable activity that allows families 
to stay in and support the communities they love, the pork 
industry is one of few that creates new jobs in rural areas. 

A HOG INDUSTRY LEADER:
Over 5.4 million hogs were slaughtered at Canadian packing plants in 2017, ranking Manitoba 2nd 
among all provinces behind only Nova Scotia.  In addition, over 13,000 Manitobans rely on the pork 
industry for jobs.

Manitoba producers 
have one of the most productive sow herds 

in North America; it is common for good 
producers to achieve 28 weaned pigs/

sow/year. One saved pig can make a large 
di� erence in the pro� tability 

of an operation.

The Local Opportunity
� e Manitoba Pork Council suggests 50-70 new 
barns are required to � ll capacity at processing plants 
at Brandon and Neepawa. About 4.5 million pigs 
from Manitoba, and an additional 750,000 pigs from 
Saskatchewan for a total of about 5.32 million in 2015, 
were processed into about 400 million kg of retail 
pork products. Over 90% of Manitoba’s � nished pigs 
are processed into pork products at two major plants 
located in Brandon and Neepawa. South Central 
Manitoba hog barns have easy, e�  cient access to these 
plants. � e region is currently low density and has 
land availability for manure application.

Before starting the process of developing a hog barn 
operation one must consider that you: have enough 
land and capital; can � nancially handle market 
� uctuations; have a team of professional consultants 
to assist; can gain acceptance from neighbours; and…
have the right location for the operation. With its 
access to markets, land availability, and transportation 
networks, South Central Manitoba is that location. 
Natural Gas availability is the last key to increased 
Hog Production in South Central Manitoba. 

Hogs Processed in Canadian Packing Plants 2017
CANADIAN PROVINCES HOGS

Quebec 8,667,197

Manitoba 5,402,290

Ontario 4,058,447

Alberta 2,597,475

British Columbia 516,915

Saskatchewan 340,219

Nova Scotia 8,699

Prince Edward Island 1,894

CANADA TOTAL 21,593,136

With revenues amounting to over 
three billion Canadian dollars, the 

pork sector accounts for 30% of total 
livestock shipments and for 

10% of all farm cash receipts.



COMPLIMENTARY AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES in South Central Manitoba:
There is 8,723 acres of irrigated potato land where producers are looking to rotate in corn as a higher 
cash crop and more responsive to irrigation to get the value out of the irrigation system. With natural 
gas, grain drying will be more a� ordable and an increase in hog production will build the local 
market for corn as feed.

Each new hog barn creates:

•18 operational jobs
• an annual GDP 

of $2.33M
• over $300k 

in tax revenue
 ...not to mention 

48 construction jobs
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Natural Gas Economic Impact Assessment

Natural Gas – A Key to Hog Production 
in South Central Manitoba
Another major consideration when considering the 
development of a hog barn operation is ready access 
to utilities given the energy intense nature of hog 
barns, especially in harsher climates like Manitoba.  
� e development of a gas pipeline would eliminate 
this signi� cant barrier to entry and help allow for an 
investment increasing the supply of locally grown pork and 
the resulting economic spin-o� s for a region.

Heating during power outages, which are becoming 
more frequent with aging electrical grid infrastructure 
and intensity of storms, is a major concern for livestock 
producers. Livestock production actually requires a backup 
generator to be installed for the welfare of animals, which if 
heating with electricity can be upwards of $250,000, whereas 
if heating with natural gas requires a much smaller generator.if heating with natural gas requires a much smaller generator.

THE MANITOBA PORK COUNCIL:

www.manitobapork.com is an excellent 
source of information for “Starting or 
Expanding a Hog Barn” and the Pork 

industry overall.

Average Annual Revenues by Operation Type (Manitoba)

TYPE OF OPERATION REVENUES

Farrow-Finish 2,710,652

Sow-Isowean 1,730,005

Finisher 2,901,559



South Central Manitoba Infrastructure Profile:

Water Availability: 

Industrial Park 
or Serviced Land:

Transportation 
Routes:

Rail Service:

Energy:

Sewer and Waste 
Water Treatment:

Public Network – Miami, Somerset, Swan Lake, Notre Dame de Lourdes, 
Pilot Mound, Holland, Cypress River, Treherne, Rathwell, includes surrounding 
rural areas; Private Well- Mariapolis, Crystal City, and Glenboro

Available in all towns, rural areas have private lagoons 
or septic fi elds

 Available in Treherne, Swan Lake, Glenboro, and Notre Dame

North-South Highways # 5 and #34, East-West Highways #23, # 2, 
and #3, 2 hours from major city centers Winnipeg or Brandon, 
close to US border 

CPR and CN to Rathwell

Wind, Solar, and Hydro Electricity (Phase 3 Electricity available where capacity 
exists), Biomass (where feedstock is available), Geothermal, 
Coal, Oil, Propane, proposed Natural Gas available in 2021
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